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ART NOUVEAU IN FRANCE 
July 12 - November 27, 1988 

Thirty of the most beautiful French Art Nouveau works from the 
collections of The Cleveland Museum of Art and local lenders will be on view 
in Gallery A of the Museum from July 12 through November 27, 1988. 

The ceramics, silver, jewelry, glass, furniture, and posters in this 
exhibition — all made between I 89 O and I 9 IO — are products of more than twenty 
artists working in Paris and Nancy, cities which were important centers of the 
Art Nouveau style. Art Nouveau *s emphasis on handcraf tsmanship , born in the 
Arts & Crafts movement in England, found a favorable environment in France and 
flourished luxuriantly there. France led the movement away from the 
historical revivalism that dominated most of the decorative arts of the 
nineteenth century, including Arts & Crafts products. The works in this 
exhibition exemplify the artists* quest for a totally new style, unique to 
their times. In their search for innovation, they can fairly be called the 
first Modernists. 

In recognition of France *s leadership, the French term *'Art Nouveau*’ was 
widely applied to the style characterized throughout Europe by freely flowing, 
curvilinear forms, usually based on nature yet treated abstractly to create 
stylized patterns of ornament. The exotica of nature, especially plants and 
insects, inspired the French to make such technically masterful pieces as the 
marquetry glass crocus vase made by Emile Galle, the founder of the Nancy 
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School. Rend Lalique's designs of gold, enamel, and colored stones, such as a 
hair ornament of horn and a dragonfly brooch, supplanted jewelry featuring 
flashy diamonds in conventional settings. 

The French, especially, created household furnishings, as well as 
decorative objects for personal use, as individual works of art. Some superb 
examples in this exhibition are Hector Guimard’s pearwood and tooled leather 
sidechair, with its play of supple curves and details; a sumptuous enameled 
hand mirror decorated with a relief by Auguste Rodin; and a fanciful silver 
tea set by Carlo Bugatti. Art Nouveau's flowing, undulating line is seen in 
two dimensions in lithographs by such artists as Henri de Toulouse-Lautrec and 
Pierre Bonnard. 

Organized by the Museum’s Chief Curator of Later Western Art Henry H. 
Hawley, Art Nouveau in France, along with the classroom level show American 
Arts & Crafts I 89 O-I 92 O, provides a context for the traveling exhibition Bent 
Wood and Metal Furniture: 1850-1946. 

# # # 

For addition information, photographs, or slides, please contact the Public 
Information Office, The Cleveland Museum of Art, III 50 East Boulevard, 
Cleveland, Ohio 44l06; 216/421-7340. 



